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Abstract  

The quality of education depends upon the quality and standard of the curriculum. It means that 

curriculum plays a vital role in an educational process. The purpose of this study was to find out 

the alignment between national curriculum (2006) and textbooks for Grades IX-X.  For the 

alignment of curriculum and textbooks Rubric was adapted which was developed by Saeed 

(2014), the instrument was used with minor modification according to the nature of Urdu subject. 

The results of the study showed that the SLOs of Urdu textbooks were not fully aligned with the 

national curriculum.  To some extent the exercises’ questions were aligned with skills, standard, 

competencies and SLOs of national curriculum (2006) of Urdu for Grades IX-X. It was also 

observed that the exercises questions were focused on knowledge, comprehension and 

application level of Blooms taxonomy of cognitive domain. The study suggests that there is need 

for improvement to align the textbooks content and assessment exercises with national 

curriculum of Urdu for grade IX-X. Assessment plan of textbooks should be related to both, lower 

and higher cognitive level, i.e. analysis, synthesis and evaluation. This needs the special attention 

for textbook authors, teachers and trainers involved in the subject of Urdu at secondary level.  
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Introduction 

 The progress and development of each country is dependent on its education system. 

Education is directly associated with the building of a nation. The curriculum document is 

considered to be the road map for the attainment of the national goals. For this purpose, the text 

books are developed in such a way that the contents presented in the books are aligned with 

curriculum document. If there is no alignment in the text books and curriculum document, it is 

difficult to achieve national goals to the desired extent which badly affect whole system of 

education. Even vitality of curriculum document is not ignored in the advanced countries, where 

teaching learning practices does not orbit around just textbooks. Ball and Cohen (1996) 

acknowledge that “commercially published curriculum” (textbooks are one example) is the most 

dominant tool in the process of teaching.  Instructional material (textbooks) is tangible and in 

regular contrast to frameworks, objectives, assessments, and other mechanisms that seek to 

guide curriculum. They contain units, lessons and teaching methodologies for teachers along with 

activities for students. Curriculum materials are not only well settled to effect individual teacher’s 

work but in contrast to many other innovations, textbooks are already “scaled up” and are a part 

of the routine of schools.  

 A textbook is an organized body of material useful for the formal study of a subject area. 

The development and maintenance of a useful textbook can be an open and collaborative 
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process.  School textbooks pass on fundamental knowledge to the younger generation. 

Textbooks certainly serve as an important tool in transferring knowledge. This transfer of 

knowledge is not limited to merely conveying the information about a subject, but it also aims at 

developing the understanding of the subject. In the absence of any other widely available sources 

of information, the textbook also becomes the most important and often the only source of 

content and pedagogic information for the teacher. Textbooks are necessary to teach concepts, 

content and inculcate skills required by the curriculum (Mahmood & Saeed, 2011). 
 

 Curriculum alignment has got considerable significance among the educationists (Blank, 

Porter, Smithson, & Zeidner, 2007) because curriculum alignment is among basic factors that 

contribute to high performance of schools in the public examinations (Murphy, 2007, p. 75). 

Moreover, curriculum alignment also enhances students’ learning (Kercheval, 2001; Zavadsky, 

2006; McFadden, 2009). Therefore, classroom instruction as well as the educational resources 

must be aligned with curriculum (Kuhn & Rundle-Thiesle, 2009, p. 352). 
 

 Number  of researches are conducted around the globe in recognition with the 

significance of this issue (Treistm, 1999; Rehman, 2004; Kulm, Lepionka, 2006; Mahmood, 2010, 

2011;  Dalim & Yusof, 2013) but as Nicholls rightly argued that methods for textbook research are 

under-consideration and in need of further research. The importance of such studies is 

conceivably vital mainly in the developing countries like Pakistan where textbooks are perpetually 

the supreme important mean for the teaching learning process. However, the current studies 

emphasis remains on the degree to which the assessments and educational standards are in 

synchronization.  
 

 The poor quality of textbooks is a major factor of students’ low achievement in external 

examinations (Oakes & Saunders, 2002, p.3). The students perform well in external examination 

if the textbooks are aligned with the curriculum. For example, Singapore students’ excellent 

performance in the international exams is thought to be due to the well aligned textbooks (Fan, 

2010). In spite of widespread use of and dependence on the textbooks, the textbooks are not 

satisfactorily aligned with the standards (American Association for the Advancement of Science, 

2005; Edvantia, 2005). 
 

 While textbook publishers claim that they develop textbooks that are aligned with the 

curriculum (Sawchuk, 2012), the research does not support this claim (Schmidt et al., 2002). 

Moreover, the studies (e.g. American Association for the Advancement of Science, 2005; 

Edvantia, 2005) indicate that there may be gaps between the curriculum and the textbooks. 

Therefore, it is essential to know how much the textbooks taught in schools are aligned with 

curriculum. Some studies have been undertaken to analyze the textbooks taught in schools in 

Punjab. However, these studies have not analyzed textbooks in relation to curriculum up to 

students learning outcomes (SLOs) level, which is being employed in most of the developed 

countries of the world. Therefore, the present study was undertaken to analyze the alignment 

level of Urdu textbook with the curriculum at secondary level in Punjab.This study was different 

from all the above studies because it was conducted to investigate the alignment between 

national curriculum (2006), textbooks at secondary level in the subject of Urdu for grades IX-X.  
 

 The researchers chose this topic because lot of researches have been done in other 

subjects like English, Mathematics, Chemistry and many other science subjects. But no research 

has been found on alignment between Urdu curriculum and textbooks at secondary level. Second 

reason to choose this topic was to find out the gaps between Urdu curriculum and textbook at 
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secondary level. Another reason to choose this topic was to check whether the exercises of 

textbooks measure the cognitive abilities of students which are required by curriculum. 

Furthermore, the researcher selected the subject of Urdu as being a compulsory subject from 

grade 1 to grade 12 and is also our national language.  
 

Objectives of the Study 

The objective of the study was to find out the alignment between Urdunational 

curriculum and textbooks at secondary level. 
 

Research Questions 

 The research questions of the study were as follows: 

1. To what extent does the SLOs of Urdu textbooks are aligned with skills, standards, 
competencies and SLOs of the National Curriculum? 
 

2. To what extent does the textbook’s exercises are aligned with skills, standards, 
competencies and SLOs of the National Curriculum? 

 

3. How far the textbook’s exercises in the subject of Urdu truly assess students’ cognitive 
abilities with reference to Blooms taxonomy?  

 
 

Methodology   

It was a qualitative study that focused on investigating the alignment between Urdu 

curriculum and textbooks at secondary level. The required information was obtained from primary 

sources. The following documents were analyzed along with review of other related literature: 

1. National Curriculum of Urdu for Class IX-X, 2006 (Curriculum Wing, Ministry of 

Education, Government of Pakistan, Islamabad). 
 

2. Textbook of Urdu for Class IX-X published by Ilmi Kitab Khana, Lahore, approved by 
Punjab Curriculum and Textbook Board, according to the National Curriculum 2006. 

 

For the analysis of Curriculum Textbook Alignment Rubric was adapted which was 

developed by Saeed (2014), it was used to investigate the alignment between curriculum and 

textbooks of Urdu. It was also used to investigate the alignment between curriculum and 

textbook’s exercises of Urdu. The instrument was used with minor modification according to the 

nature of Urdu subject. These instruments were validated through experts’ opinion in the field of 

curriculum/material development and assessment experts, working at Institute of Education & 

Research, University of the Punjab.  
 

Findings 

 This study was intended to investigate either the SLOs of textbooks are aligned with 

standards, skills, competencies and SLOs of curriculum or not, further it was analyzed that to 

what extent assessment questions of text books are aligned with SLOs,  standards, skills and 

competencies of curriculum. Textbooks were also analyzed with reference to cognitive domain of 

Bloom’s Taxonomy, and which levels of cognitive domain are measured through these 

assessment questions.  Major findings of the study are: 
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Curriculum-Textbook Alignment of 9th grade 

Table 1: Alignment between textbook and curriculum 

Key 
Aspect 
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Aspects 

Alignment Proportion Not Aligned 
% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

M
u

tu
a
l 

A
li
g

n
m

e
n

t 
o

f 
S

ta
n

d
a
rd

, 
C

o
m

p
e
te

n
c
ie

s
 &

 
S

L
O

s
 

The SLOs given in 
the text book are 
aligned with 
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in the national 
curriculum 
document? 

16     
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The assessment 
questions are 
aligned with the 
SLOs of 
curriculum 
designed for the 
textbook. 

 39    
 

 

23 

The assessment 
questions are 
aligned with 
standards, skills 
and competencies 
of curriculum 
document. 

 38   

The textbook 
exercise questions 
assess student’s 
lower cognitive 
abilities 
(knowledge, 
comprehension 
and application). 

   75 25 

The textbook 
exercise questions 
assess student’s 
higher cognitive 
abilities (analysis, 
synthesis and 
evaluation). 

25    75 

 

Table shows that there were total 72 SLOs in Urdu textbook of grade IX.  12 SLOs were 

partially aligned with competencies given in national curriculum (2006). 14 SLOs were partially 

aligned with SLOs of national curriculum (2006). 46 SLOs were not aligned with SLOs of national 
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curriculum (2006). There is little alignment exist between textbooks SLOs and national curriculum 

(2006) in Urdu for grade IX. In Urdu textbook of grade IX, 226 exercise’s questions were given at 

the end of the each chapter. In which 86 questions were aligned with SLOs, competencies, skills 

and standards given in national curriculum (2006) in Urdu for grade IX. 51 questions were aligned 

with SLOs given in national curriculum (2006). 38 questions were given at the end of curriculum. 

51 questions were not aligned with skills, standards, competencies and SLOs. This shows that 

little alignment exist between textbooks’ exercises and national curriculum (2006) in Urdu for 

grade IX.For Grades IX Textbooks’ exercises were analyzed with reference to cognitive domain 

of Bloom’s Taxonomy. All question of each chapter of Textbooks’ exercises of IXwere of 

knowledge, comprehension and application level in regards to Bloom’s taxonomy. To some 

extent the question belonged to other higher cognitive levels, i.e. analysis, synthesis and 

evaluation. This shows that Textbooks’ exercises of IX grade just assess the lower cognitive 

levels in regards to Bloom’s taxonomy. 
 
 

Curriculum-Textbook Alignment of 10th grade 

Table 2: Alignment between textbook and curriculum 

Key 
Aspect 

Alignment Aspects Alignment Proportion Not 
Aligned 
% 
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The SLOs given in the 
text book are aligned with 
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document? 

8     
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The SLOs given in the 
text book are aligned with 
SLOs in the national 
curriculum document? 
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The assessment 
questions are aligned with 
the SLOs of curriculum 
designed for the textbook. 

 27    

 

 

22 

The assessment 
questions are aligned with 
standards, skills and 
competencies of 
curriculum document. 

   51 

The textbook exercise 
questions assess 
student’s lower cognitive 
abilities (knowledge, 
comprehension and 
application). 

   75 25 

The textbook exercise 
questions assess 
student’s higher cognitive 
abilities (analysis, 
synthesis and evaluation). 

25     
 

 

75 

 



Original Article     Pakistan Journal of Society, Education and Language (PJSEL)    

 

421 

 

PJSEL Vol 9 (1) DECEMBER 2022: ISSN 2521-8123 (Print) 2523-1227 (Online) 

 

 

Table shows that there were total 101 SLOs in Urdu textbook of grade X. Only 1 SLO 

was partially aligned with Standards given in national curriculum (2006). 7 SLOs were partially 

aligned with competencies given in national curriculum (2006). 30 SLOs were partially aligned 

with SLOs of national curriculum (2006). 61 SLOs were not aligned with SLOs of national 

curriculum (2006).  Only 2 questions were fully aligned with SLOs given in national curriculum. 

There is little alignment existing between textbooks and national curriculum (2006) in Urdu for 

grade X. In Urdu textbook of grade X, 233 exercise’s questions were given at the end of the each 

chapter. In which 62 questions were aligned with SLOs given in national curriculum (2006) in 

Urdu for grade IX. 72 questions were aligned with skills, standards, competencies and SLOs 

given in national curriculum (2006). 48 questions were given at the end of curriculum. 51 

questions were not aligned with skills, standards, competencies and SLOs. This shows that little 

alignment exists between textbooks’ exercises and national curriculum (2006) in Urdu for grade 

X. For Grade X Textbooks’ exercises were analyzed with reference to Bloom’s taxonomy of 

cognitive domain. All question of each chapter of Textbooks’ exercisesX were of knowledge, 

comprehension and application level in regards to Bloom’s taxonomy. To some extent the 

question belonged to other higher cognitive levels, i.e. analysis, synthesis and evaluation. This 

shows that Textbooks’ exercisesX just assess the lower cognitive levels in regards to Bloom’s 

taxonomy. 
 

Discussion 

 In this research it is evident that little alignment exists between national curriculum and 

textbooks of Urdu for grades IX-X. SLOs of textbooks were partially aligned with SLOs of national 

curriculum. Some of the exercises questions were partially aligned with SLOs and competencies. 

Little alignment exists between exercises questions and curriculum SLOs. All exercises questions 

were of knowledge, comprehension and application in regards to Bloom’s taxonomy. To some 

extent the questions were belonged to analysis, synthesis and evaluation level.   
 

 The present research has supported several researches in worldwide. Numbers of 

studies have been conducted universally to indicate the alignment between the curriculum 

document and the relevant textbooks (Kulm, Roseman, & Treistm, 1999; Lepionka, 2006; 

McCluskey, 2006; Rehman, 2004; Mahmood, 2010, 2011; Dalim & Yusof, 2013. The results of 

this study were prompting for more investigation as they identified weak alignment in almost 50% 

of the secondary level textbooks even in higher grades (Washington State Institute for Public 

Policy, 2007). The studies (e.g. American Association for the Advancement of Science, 2005; 

Edvantia, 2005) indicate that there may be gaps between the curriculum and the textbooks. 

Research identifies that there was little alignment between the curriculum contents and textbooks 

and assessments (Sqires, 2005).  
 

Conclusion  

 According to research findings, it is concluded that the SLOs of the textbooks were 

partially aligned with standards, rational, competencies and SLOs of curriculum in grade IX. Most 

of the SLOs were not aligned with any standards, rational, competencies and SLOs of curriculum 

in the subject of Urdu for grade IX.  In grade X, SLOs of the textbooks were partially aligned with 

standards, rational, competencies and SLOs of curriculum, Most of the SLOs were not aligned 

with any standards, rational, competencies and SLOs of curriculum in the subject of Urdu for 

grade X.  It showed that little alignment exist between SLOs of textbooks and national curriculum 

(2006) for grades IX-X.   
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 During alignment of textbook exercises with standards competencies and SLOs of 

curriculum in grade IX.  It is found that most of the exercises’s questions were partially aligned 

with standards, competencies and SLOs of curriculum in grade IX. In the alignment of textbook 

exercises with standards, competencies and SLOs of curriculum in grade X.  Almost same result 

has been found that most of the exercises questions were partially aligned with standards, 

rational, competencies and SLOs of curriculum in grade X. It seemed that little alignment exists 

between textbook exercises and national curriculum (2006). After the analysis of exercise’s 

questions revealed that all questions were of knowledge, comprehension and application level in 

regards to Bloom’s taxonomy. To some extent the question belonged to other higher cognitive 

levels, i.e. analysis, synthesis and evaluation level. 

Recommendations 

The results of the study point out some direct and indirect implications.  

1. SLOs and assessment plan of the textbooks should be aligned with curriculum SLOs. 

2. Assessment plan of textbooks should be related to both, lower and higher cognitive level, 

i.e. analysis, synthesis and evaluation. 

3. The Punjab curriculum authority should make sure that textbooks are written according to 

the curriculum.  

4. Punjab Curriculum Authority may ensure the alignment of textbooks with curriculum 

before issuing NOC to the textbooks. 

 
 

References   
Ball, D. L., & Cohen, D. K. (1996). Reform by the Book: What is-or Might be- the Role of 
 Curriculum  Materials in the Teaching Learning and Instructional Reforms. Educational 
 Researcher, 25(9), 6-8.   
 

Dalim, S. F., & Yusof, M. M. (4-5 June 2013). Quantitative method of textbook evaluation  for 
 chemistry (Kbsm) form 4 textbook. International Conference on Social Science Research, 
 (pp. 1038-1046). Penang, Malaysia: ICSSR.  
  
Edvantia. (2005). Aligned curriculum and student achievement: Research brief. Charleston; 
 Edvantia. Retrieved from http://sites.edvantia.org/pdta/pdf/Aligned.pdf 
 

Fan, L. (2010). Principles and Processes for Publishing Textbooks and Alignment with 
 Standards: A Case in Singapore. Paper presented at APEC Conference on 
 Replicating Exemplary Practices in Mathematics Education, Koh Samui, Thailand, 7‐12  
 

Mar. 2010 [APEC#210‐HR‐01.4]. Retrieved from http://publications.apec.org/file-
 download.php?filename=2b%20Fan_210_hrd_exemplaryMaths.pdf&id=1047_toc 
 

Government of Pakistan (2007). National Textbook and Learning Materials Policy and Plan of  
 Action (Vide Notification No. F.8-16/2005-SSG dated 13 June, 2007). Islamabad:  
 Curriculum Wing, Ministry of Education.  
 

Kercheval, A. (2001). A case study of key effective practices in Ohio’s improved school  
 districts. Bloomington, IN: Indiana Center for Evaluation. Retrieved 
 fromhttp://www.indiana.edu/~ceep/projects/PDF/200107_Key_Effec_Prac_Int
 erim_Report.pdf 
 

Kuhn, K.-A. L. & Rundle-Thiele, S. R. (2009). Curriculum alignment: Exploring  student 
 perception of learning achievement measures. International Journal of Teaching and 
 Learning in Higher Education,21 (3), 351-361. Retrieved from http://eprints. 
 qut.edu.au/39467/1/39467.pdf 

http://sites.edvantia.org/pdta/pdf/Aligned.pdf
http://publications.apec.org/file-
http://publications.apec.org/file-
http://eprints/


Original Article     Pakistan Journal of Society, Education and Language (PJSEL)    

 

423 

 

PJSEL Vol 9 (1) DECEMBER 2022: ISSN 2521-8123 (Print) 2523-1227 (Online) 

 

 

Kulm, G., Roseman, J., &Treistm, M. (1999). A Benchmarks-Based Approach to  Textbook 
 Evaluation. Science Books & Films, 35(4).   
 

Lepionka, M. E. (2006, March 30). Evaluating College Textbooks for Course Adoption.  
 Retrieved November 23, 2012, from Atlantic Path Publishing. 
 

Mahmood, K. (2010). Textbook evaluation in Pakistan: Issue of Conformity to the National 
 Curriculum Guidelines. Bulletin of Education and Research, 32(1), 15-36.   
 

Mahmood, K. (2011, December). Conformity to quality characteristics of textbooks: The  illusion 
 of textbook evaluation in Pakistan. Journal of Research and Reflections in Education, 5(2),
  170-190.   
 

Mahmood, K., & Saeed, M. (2011, December). Ensuring Textbook Quality through 
 Evaluation: An Issue in Pakistan. Literacy Information and Computer Education  Journal 
 (LICEJ), 2(4), 503-512.   
 

McFadden, L. (2009). District learning tied to student learning, Phi Delta  Kappan,90, 545-553. 
 

Murphy, J. (2007). Restructuring through learning-focused leadership. In H. J. Walberg (Ed.), 
 Handbook on Restructuring and Substantial School Iimprovement (pp. 63–75). Lincoln, 
 IL: Center on Innovation and  Improvement. 
 

Oakes, J. & Saunders, M. (2002). Access to textbooks, instructional materials, equipment, and te
 chnology: Inadequacy and inequality in California’s public schools. Los Angeles; 
 University of California. Retrieved from https://escholarship.org/uc/item/4ht4z71v 
Porter, A. C., Smithson, J., Blank, R., & Zeidner, T. (2007). Alignment as a teacher variable. 
 Applied Measurement in Education, 20(1), 27-51. Retrieved from 
 http://www.andyporter.org/papers/Alignment.pdf. 
 

Rehman, F. (2004). Analysis of National science curriculum (chemistry) at secondary level in  
Pakistan (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). University of Arid Agriculture, Rawalpindi. 
 

Sawchuk, S. (2012). New texts aim to capture standards. Education Week, 32(12), 21-s22. 
 

Schmidt, W., Houang, R., & Cogan, L. (2002). A coherent curriculum: A case of  mathematics. 
 American Educator, 26, 10–26. 
 

Sqires, D. A. (2005). The Relationship between Alignend Curriculum and Student 
 Achievement. Charleston: Edvetia. 

 

Zavadsky, H. (2006). How NLCB drives success in urban schools. Educational Leadership, 
 64(3), 69–73. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.andyporter.org/papers/Alignment.pdf

	Introduction (2)
	Objectives of the Study
	Research Questions
	Findings
	Discussion
	In this research it is evident that little alignment exists between national curriculum and textbooks of Urdu for grades IX-X. SLOs of textbooks were partially aligned with SLOs of national curriculum. Some of the exercises questions were partially a...


